Wednesday, March 23rd: Agenda items 8 & 9

Item 8 – Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestina

Member States 

All today’s countries criticized Israel’s policy in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, stating that it constitutes a continuous and grave and continuing violation of humanitarian law and human rights law. They recognised the alienable right of Palestinian people to become an independent state.

Furthermore, they pointed out that the “wall” built by Israel not only illegal is, but also it is the cause of instability, and consequently it has negative consequences for the lives of the Palestinians. Many countries demanded that Israel must dismantle it, affirming that this is necessary to reach the Middle East peace process.

Observers States

Norway stated that the security barrier divides neighbourhoods and families, separates children from their school and the current state of lawlessness experienced by Palestinian in the Occupied territories is unacceptable. 

Morocco mentioned explicitly the wall’s impact on children, especially concerning their  the wealth and education’s rights their access to health and education  system.

NGOs

Nord – Sud XXI affirmed to be deeply concerned about the continued imprisonment of more than 7500 Palestinian and Arab prisoners in Israel  prisons, including women and children. 

Save the Children stated that Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian Territories continues to have a massif impact on children’s lives. Closures and curfews violate children’s rights: the restriction of movement for children in the West Bank and Gaza Strip impedes children to fully realize their right to education. As a matter of fact, children’s access to school is impeded through curfews during school hours and daily crossings of the Wall. Besides, restricted movement also violates children’s right to access to quality healthcare services.  Furthermore, Save the Children underlined that in 2004, 750 Palestinian children, some as young as 12yrs old, were arrested by the Israeli military, most accused of stone throwing. Many of these detained children were subjected to degrading treatment. Consequently, it calls for the CHR to request that the Government of Israel immediately halts the policy of child arrest and discontinues its unlawful treatment of Palestinian children who are currently in Israeli detention centres and prisons, and gives children the legal protection and humane treatment to which they are entitled. In addition to this, Save the Children recalled that children’s rights to survival and development is being violated. In 2004, 154 Palestinian children and 11 Israeli children lost their lives as a result of this adversarial situation.

It called the CHR to ensure the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority do all in their powers to provide protection to all children.

Considering hundreds of residential homes demolished by the IDF during 2004 which left children and their families without a home, Save the Children called upon the Government of Israel to keep its pledge to end its policy of house demolition since this constitutes a violation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Moreover, despite the fact that the government of Israel denies that it is obliged to apply the Convention on the Rights of the Child to the OPT, the “Concluding observations for the Rights of the Committee on the Rights of the Child: Israel 09/10/2002”, the Committee for the Rights of the Child makes the following points:

· “Given responsibility of the State party for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the OPT, the Committee deeply regrets the lack of information about the situation of children in the OPT”

· “The Committee welcomes the comprehensive statistical volume provided by the State Party, but is concerned that the data are not sufficiently analysed so as to be able to assess progress in the implementation of the Convention, and regrets that no data were provided with respect to children living in the OPT”.

To sum up, Save the Children called on the Commission’s Special Rapporteur on  the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian Territories to insist on State Party monitoring of all children rights in the OPT and to urge the Government of Israel to apply the Convention on the Rights of the Child to Palestinian children.

Women’s International Zionist Organization (WIZO) said that it organized a Children’s Peace Day that took place in the European Council in Strasbourg. This day brought together children from Christian, Muslim and Jewish background, during which they drew pictures and wrote poems and stories about peace. At the end of the day, they walked to the river together and threw in their handwritten wishes for peace. WIZO believe that human right education is a key to successful conflict prevention. Earlier this month, a representative of WIZO participated in New-York in a program, shared with UNICEF, of an Israel-Middle East Model United Nations. This program brings together some 250 sixteen year olds from East Jerusalem and an International School.

Moreover, in Israel, WIZO has Day Care Centres where Muslim and Jewish children learn about each other holydays and festivals. Pupils in WIZO school participate in a unique program called “Seeds of Peace” which bring together students from 22 countries in the Middle East.

Item 9 – Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, including (a) question of the human rights in Cyprus.

Member States

Luxembourg (on behalf of the European Union) condemned the recruitment of children as soldiers and used in the armed conflict in many parts of the world. The EU is deeply concerned about the situation of children soldiers especially in Uganda, Burundi, Ivory Cost, Sudan, Colombia, Birmania, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Although progress has been achieved, the problem remains a great concern. The EU called for reintegration of children soldiers. The EU condemned also the death penalty against children. The delegation of Uganda replied that they have never used children as soldiers, on the contrary they condemned these acts and struggled it. 

Observer States

New Zealand welcomed the increase of the State’s obligations to protect the rights of its citizens, especially towards children. Families are fundamentals to build our societies and countries and the governments must support families by observing the human rights of all of their members without discrimination. Therefore, it called for all states and the UN system to mainstream consideration of the rights of women and children  into deliberations on all issues that affect them.

Talking about Sudan, it remembered that children in Darfur continue to be victims of a systematic and widespread pattern of gross human rights violations, as sexual violence against girls and the abduction. In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, New Zealand is deeply concerned about violations of children’s rights and welcomed the DPRK’s engagement with the Committee on the Rights of the Child. In Nepal, that concerns New Zealand are the disappearances whose the majority of the victims are children. In Uzbekistan, NZ welcomed steps taken to reduce trafficking in women and children. 

