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Item 7


The general sentiment expressed by all nations speaking on the right to development was that the fundamental rights of all peoples should be protected while the right to development is being pursued.  Luxembourg, speaking for the European Union, observed that special attention must be paid to fringe groups, such as women’s rights and gender equality. Cuba noted that 11 million children die each year and half of those deaths are caused by malnutrition. Cuba also noted that 121 million girls do not receive an education. Cuba called for all nations that sanction development and spend more on military to quit doing so in order for developmental rights to be fully realized. Mexico, speaking on behalf of GRULAC, emphasized that the right to an education is vital to the attainment of the right to development. Mr. Joschka Fischer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany, would like to see that assurance of indigenous people’s right to an education in order to further the right to development. The Republic of the Congo highlighted their special attention to the right to health: using funds from UNICEF are being used to fight HIV/AIDS, addressing the vast number of children infected by malaria, calling to fight discrimination against women and girls, including trafficking, rape, and female genital mutilation. Qatar underlined the need to raise the standard of education in order to reach a high level of development.  Ethiopia noted their rise in the girl’s education and their improvement of health services for the rural poor. 

