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Monday 21st of March: Agenda item 6 afternoon session 3-6 pm
Item 6: Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and all forms of discrimination: Comprehensive implementation of follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action.

Issues related to children’s rights weren’t really raised by speakers (members, observers and NGO’s) during the afternoon session. The few references to children under this item came from the following representatives: 

The Republic of Korea noted that recently, movement across national borders has become a common phenomenon. Yet, there are still no safeguards for the protection of the rights of migrants, especially of vulnerable groups such as migrant women and children. The representative added that education and a rising of public awareness, especially of today’s youth, are essential tools for fighting against racism. In this context, they envisage close cooperation between the OHCHR and UNESCO in the implementation of UNESCO’s strategy related to the right to education, human rights education and cultural diversity.
Burkina Faso points out that women and children continue to be victims of discriminations and to be the most vulnerable against discriminations.

Ireland underlines that one of its five key area of action is to focus on primary schools and primary education to prevent discrimination.

Lichtenstein (Observer state) stressed that integration is a further main issue within the National Action Plan against racism. The Working Group funded various integration projects of national NGO's in order to support the growing ability of civil society to launch specific integration initiatives. It further conducted workshops with representatives of kindergartens as well as representatives of the health sector and the public health department in order to identify specific integration measures in these areas. 
The representative of Movement against Racism and For Friendship Among Peoples, noted that the education is the key to true politics and to the prevention of discrimination but he also added that teaching can have limited effects and sometimes even negative effects.

The representative of the American Association of Jurists mentioned very briefly child and women trafficking for labor and sexual exploitation in his statement.
