COMMSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

PLENARY SESSION, 58th  MEETING, 20 APRIL (AM) 

VOTING:

Item 14: Specific groups and individuals: 

a) Migrant workers;

b) Minorities

c) Mass exoduses and displaced people

d) Other vulnerables groups and individuals.

E/CN.4/2005/l.59: The draft proposition presented by Poland raised the issue of HIV-AIDS, and expressed the concern of the cosponsors about the situation of women and girls, more affected by the virus. These two groups of people  have more risks to be infected, especially in Africa, where the women from 15 to 24 years old are 3 time more exposed. The representative stressed the importance of focusing on children and women, and hoped that the draft would be adopted without any amendment as it was last year. 

China presented an amendment, stressing that a resolution on HIV is important but that the final document forgot some contents. It just mentioned child rights when it mentioned that we have to address the present and future needs of the children. 

The USA underlined  the importance to delay the sexual relations amongst young people, and to use condoms. 

Item 17: Promotion and Protection of Human Rights:

a) Status of the International Covenants on Human Rights;

b) Human Rights Defenders;

c) Information and Education;

d) Science and Environment.

E/CN.4/2005/L.73: Cuba talked about the promotion of an international democratic and equal order. It stressed the importance of education for every human being, of dialogue between different civilizations, of the access to culture and of the eradication of illiteracy. Its amendment was adopted. 

E/CN.4/2005/L.77: Luxembourg, on behalf of the European Union, raised the issue of death penalty. The representative promoted the abolition of death penalty. He added that, in the countries where death penalty is still common, this sentence should not be given to people under 18, to people with disabilities, to pregnant women or to mother having children in charge. 

India mentioned that in India, death penalty is rare and not given to children nor to pregnant women. 
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Item 19: Advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights.

E/CN.4/2005/L.83: The Netherlands, on behalf on the European Union, highlighted the situation in Cambodia. The representative focused on the rights of the women and children. He stressed that child labor has to be eradicated, and that the country must pay attention on children’s rights and on juvenile justice. 

E.CN.4/2005/L.90:  The representative of Switzerland brought up the situation in Nepal, where school children are often aborted by armed groups. Burundi and Sierra Leone stressed the progresses made since last year while Nepal confirmed its commitment regarding to the resolution. 

