Commission on Human Rights - 61th session

NGO group for the convention on the rights of the child

Sub-group on the commission on human rights

► plenary session ◄

focus on children’s rights

report

Friday, April 15th: 

Agenda item 10: Economic, social and cultural rights: 

Submission to vote resolutions on the topic, which did not address children’s rights, focusing mainly on the right to health.  

Agenda item 14: Specific groups and individuals:

(a) Migrant workers;

(b) Minorities;

(c) Mass exoduses and displaced persons;

(d) Other vulnerable groups and individuals. 

NGOs statements on the topics, with no relevant mention on children’s rights. 

Agenda item 16: Report of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights: 

(a) Report and draft decisions. 

Children’s rights were not addressed under this topic. 

Agenda item 17: Promotion and Protection of Human Rights:

(a) Status of the International Covenants on Human Rights;

(b) Human rights defenders;

(c) Information and education;

(d) Science and environment.  

Mexico emphasised the General Assembly’s initiative on the world programme for education on Human Rights. It stressed the relevant character of such programme, recalling that the right of education shall be granted to everyone, and that such programme is especially relevant concerning primary education, aiming to promote peace within communities. 

AFTERNOON SESSION: 

Agenda item 19: Advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights. 

CONCERNED COUNTRY: HAITI

Haiti’s Minister of Justice acknowledged that many children in Haiti have their right to primary education at risk, since they are often not able to visit school regularly. 

CONCERNED COUNTRY: AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Cherif Bassiouni, Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan stressed the main findings of his report, mentioning among others, violations of women and children’s rights. 

CONCERNED COUNTRY: SOMALIA

Mr. Ghanim Alnajjar, Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Somalia, pointed out the alarming trend of juvenile suicides, especially in Puntland and Somaliland. Further, he mentioned the practice of female genital mutilation, current among 98% of Somali women. He stressed that such practices are reputed as an old cultural practice. However, he called for respect of women’s rights in Somalia as a primary concern. 

Agenda item 17: Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

c) Information and education:

UNESCO pointed out many measures undertaken in order to promote the right to education, especially addressing children. Among them are: (1) Supporting national capacities and monitoring the compliance of normative instruments; (2) Working closely with the OHCHR, especially in the framework of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, which focuses on primary and secondary school systems; (3) Incentives for States to implement ‘Plan of Action’, which develops two complementary notions of education: (a) ‘Human rights through education’, where all components and processes of learning are conducive to the learning of human rights; (b) ‘Human rights in education’, ensuring respect of human rights of all actors. 

Kazakhstan recognised the excellent work done by UNESCO in the field of Human Rights and Education. Further, emphasised that Kazakhstan is undertaking all necessary steps in order to implement such programme. 

(a) Status of the International Covenants on Human Rights:

San Marino manifested its deep concern regarding the maintenance of the death penalty by some countries. It manifested the abhorrence of such penalty, especially when applied to pregnant women, children, or disabled persons. 

