Monday, 14th of March 2005

The Chairman Makarim Wibisono (Indonesia) opened the session by mentioning the Tsunami. More generally, many problems such as destruction, violence and terrorist acts affected directly and indirectly fundamental human rights; foremost, the right to life. Therefore, he underlined the importance of a genuine international cooperation among States. He called upon all States to improve health and education, to fight discrimination, and to promote human rights education.

No speaker of this opening morning session referred to children’s issues. The representative of the Republic of Korea, which represents Asiatic countries, the representative of Egypt and the representative of China denounced that certain NGOs abuse of their role. The representative of Egypt suggested the need to have a guide of good practise for NGOs.

The first speaker of the afternoon was Mr. Jean Asselborn, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Luxembourg, speaking on behalf of the European Union, of the acceding countries, of candidate countries and potential countries to the European Union. He said that EU supports the implementation of human rights and struggles especially against torture. The EU welcomes the worldwide trend towards abolition of capital punishment, therefore he calls upon all countries to abolish the death penalty. As other EU priority, he mentioned the support to the work of the International Criminal Court, which can be considered as a main means of putting an end to impunity and preventing crimes against humanity. At the end, he reminded children are the first victims of violence and that we have to act  in children’s best interest.

Mr. Ali Mohamed Osman Yassin, Minister of Justice of Sudan, said that over the 2004 his country adopted 6 protocols in order to have a democratic State. These protocols foresee protection of human rights, among which the children’s rights. He talked about Darfur situation saying that there are many meeting to resolve it.
Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, affirmed the women and girls’ rights are a priority for Switzerland, which condemns any trafficking in human beings, as well as sexual exploitation of any human being.

Mr. Karel de Gucht, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium, agreed with the Prime Minister of Luxembourg about abolition of capital punishment and death penalty, protection of women and children’s rights and the role of  International Criminal Court.

Ms. María Teresa Fernández de la Vega, Deputy Prime Minister of Spain emphasized  Spain’s engagements by  signing the Optional Protocol against Torture and by adopting a new law against violence against women.
The last speaker, Mr. Renaud Muselier, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of France, affirmed that France supports the abolition of the death penalty and condemns human beings trade and  sexual exploitation.
No other speaker mention children’s rights. The representative of Austria was absent.
