Wednesday, 13th April 2005: Agenda items 18 & 3

Item 18 – Effective functioning of human rights mechanisms: a) Treaty bodies; b) National institutions and regional arrangements; c) Adaptation and strengthening of the United Nations machinery for human rights.

The Commission began its consideration of item 18. Speakers were representatives of national institutions, which referred to their national plans or to their improvements for protecting human rights. Different and several targets were raised, such as stopping violations of human rights or stopping impunity of perpetrators of crimes; discrimination; migrant workers’ status; women’s rights, etc.

However, some representatives of national institutions included children’s issues in their targets. 

In particular:

The Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos of Mexico raised concerns about violence in schools. It pointed out that in schools it has verified the existence of discrimination cases related to religious persuasion against children. Also, it gave a general recommendation regarding discrimination in schools towards minors that are HIV-positive or have developed AIDS. This was aimed at education authorities, in order to get them to abstain from expelling, isolating from education or preventing the registration of students who have the virus. They also recommended that they establish mechanisms through which their right to an education can be guaranteed; to have the health conditions of minors kept under strict confidentiality and to offer them the appropriate support in order to continue their education.

The Human Rights Commission of New Zealand described its national plan of action, where some of the more important issues are the poverty and abuse experienced by a significant number of children and young people. This requires that more efforts are invested in protection, in the context of institutional care for instance, and they need to look at impact of poverty in a more systematic way.

The National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea explained that, although it had strengthened and promoted human rights for the last 3 years, the rights of children are still not adequately protected. 

The Conseil Consultatif des Droits de l’Homme of Morocco mentioned the promulgation of a Family Code.
The Commission of Human Rights of the Philippines said that, on the penitentiary system, two studies on prison conditions of children in conflict with the law and other on Muslim women and children detainees reveal utter disregard of human rights standards. It also affirmed that it is lobbying for abolition of death penalty and the occurence of children on death row.  

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission said to be concerned with the fact that children under the age of 18 are held in prison service custody.

The National Human Rights Institution of Sri Lanka said they were worried about consequences of post-Tsunami period, specifically the recruitment  of children in armed groups. It claimed that it is cooperating with UNICEF to deal with this problem. 

The Defensor del Pueblo of Spain made the most interesting statement. It enumerated its concerns and targets, which are pornography, violence in schools and the role of television. It claimed to be worried about the amount of violence on TV and thus its effect on young people’s lives and  potential dangerous consequences for their future. Then, it recognised that often teachers and parents are not aware of violence in schools, therefore it established a national plan to eradicate violence in schools and it affirmed the need to monitor violence in schools.

With regard to TV as a educational tool, it said that a governmental body was created to monitor TV.

Item 3 – Organisation of the work of the session.

The discussion focused on the situation in Colombia. The only two observer states scheduled raised the following concerns. The representative of Norway asked for an end to recruitment of children in Colombia, while the representative of Switzerland said to be deeply concerned about the crisis that is affecting Colombia, especially women and children’s lives. He highlighted the need to prevent new displacement in order to avoid what happened recently in the Chocó department. He also raised concerns about the recruitment of children by paramilitaries, the use of children for military actions, for instance as informers and the occupation of schools by military forces.

Among the NGO statements, the following ones were related to children’s issues:

In their joint statement, Franciscans International (and Lutheran World Federation, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches and World Alliance of Reformed Churches) asked  for an end to paramilitaries committing crimes. It underlined the high level of illiteracy, the poor health system and the problem of displacement forced by militaries.

International Federation of Human Rights Leagues said that this is one of the biggest humanitarian crisis in the world, which affect lives of civil society. It focused on the forced  displacement which involves above of all, children.

Human Rights Watch claimed that Colombia is the country with the highest level of child soldiers.

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom pointed out the high level of sexual abuse against women and of forced miscarriage.

